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3 Can you give a summary of your life and ) ,
: achievements to date?
..“‘ ! Well | started off quite successful at life. Sporting achievements during school, great

‘ job in advertising for news limited, happy smart and full of life. But then in my early

20s | got sick and that rocked my world. | had to leave my job, got dumped by my
boyfriend, moved home to mum, and lost my independence. | had chronic
pancreatitis so had multiple surgeries, and then started having epileptic seizures
10x a day and blackouts. The medication | was on for the first 6yrs was intense.
Lots of morphine and Seroquel making me basically a zombie lost with the fairies. |

q. have spent a lot of time in mental health clinics trying to learn how to be happy.
However | don't think anyone can teach you that. It's for yourself to find.
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| learnt what pain truly was, mentally and physically. | spent a few years self
harming and even carved “help me” down my arm that's still very visible to this day.
| was paralysed from the waist down in a wheelchair for a long time, and we were
not sure | would walk again. But | did. | walked again. And as | started to walk again
| found out | was 21weeks pregnant. | was very excited and up for the challenge of
being a single mother not being in a relationship at the time. However as things go
someone just out of a wheelchair still using a walker, having seizures everyday on
heavy medications | got told | had to have surgery at the hospital due to the high
risk of death for the child or myself. The doctors did not believe it was safe for me to
go through with it.
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| was feeling very upset that i wasn't capable of bringing life into this world but the
worst was yet to come. | was told that | would be put under anaesthetic for the
surgery. But when | arrived | was informed by the surgeon | would have to be dilated
before they could perform the surgery. So | was induced, dilating screaming with my
hips being torn apart for 5hrs. | had felt pain before this day, | thought, but | never in
my wildest dreams imagined how excruciating this experience would be and all to
kill the baby | so desperately wanted.

You see the funny thing is pancreatitis is the 2nd most painful pain you can
experience. The first just happens to be labour. | have had chronic pancreatitis for
7yrs by now and though the pain would get so bad | would black out vomit and
scream uncontrollably, | never thought | could feel more pain. | did on this day. And
the memory still tortures me. I'm still suffering some days from not being able to
walk. | have lost all my friends and most of my family due to my illnesses and their
lack of understanding and acceptance of my suffering. And my heart has yearned
for friendship for years. | don't know if I'll ever be loved or find friendship but |
remain hopeful.
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While | was in my wheelchair | got to wheel behind my brothers float which my
mum drove. That was a great moment in my life supporting my brother and
showing him how much | cared.

So the last 8years has been spent in hospital seeing doctors messed up on
medications then becoming suicidal and depressed. Relationships have been few

and far between, finding it hard to trust due to the actions of those | have cared
for. One boyfriend ran me over with his car and locked me in his bedroom for
3days, one stole my car for 3months, and the other broke up with me over text
message when | was in hospital just paralysed. So from this | have little faith in
men. But | still wear my heart on my sleeve and search for love.
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| still have seizures, | still get very ill, | still have severe pain, | still can't walk some
days. But | try to find happiness in the beauty of life and creating it. | do modelling
now for the art, my quest for beauty in life and I like to be involved in the creative
side of every shoot. It helps me be free and feel beautiful. Last year | realised how
dissociative | was because | realised that | had been being sexually assaulted and
harassed by my photographer for over a year. So the industry does have its
downside.
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But | recently achieved winning the public vote for nudes on tap, the art nude
photography competition. The photo | actually was art director and the model for, so
I'm very proud. | attempt to still be kind and show love and acceptance to all. Not
judgemental or give criticism to others. Let others be who they are as long as they
are happy and don't effect me negatively. | am not sure what will happen to me in
the future, I'm not sure if I'll be able to walk tomorrow, but life is one big day that you
need to embrace before it ends. Learn everything you can, experience new things
and find adventure.




What would you consider the most valuable
thing that you can impart upon life?

Being kind caring and bringing some humanity back into the world. | hope when |
pass | leave behind some amazing art and amazing love.
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If you were asked to contribute to the next
generation, what would it be?

| would share all the wisdom | have with whoever was listening and hope that
everyone do the same. | would want to be in a society of people who help guide
others.
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